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Nina Borg, a Red Cross nurse, wife, and mother of two, is a compulsive do-gooder who can't say no

when someone asks for helpâ€”even when she knows better. When her estranged friend Karin

leaves her a key to a public locker in the Copenhagen train station, Nina gets suckered into her

most dangerous project yet. Inside the locker is a suitcase, and inside the suitcase is a

three-year-old boy: naked and drugged, but alive. Â Is the boy a victim of child trafficking? Can he

be turned over to authorities, or will they only return him to whoever sold him? When Karin is

discovered brutally murdered, Nina realizes that her life and the boy's are in jeopardy, too. In an

increasingly desperate trek across Denmark, Nina tries to figure out who the boy is, where he

belongs, and who exactly is trying to hunt him down.
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"The Boy in the Suitcase," by Lene KaaberbÃƒÂ¸l and Agnete Fris, is set in Denmark. The first few

chapters are confusing; new characters pop up constantly. We know right off the bat that a little boy

has been placed in a suitcase, but why? A wealthy man named Jan Marquat lives with his wife and

son in a fancy house near a cliff, and it is clear that Jan is very worried. Jucas, an oversized



Lithuanian with a fierce temper, has a girlfriend named Barbara whom he hopes to marry. However,

he has some unfinished business to take care of before they tie the knot. Another Lithuanian named

Sigita Ramoskiene is a single mom who dotes on her three-year-old son, Mikas. Finally, Nina Borg,

a nurse who works for the Danish Red Cross Center FuresÃƒÂ¸, gives aid and comfort to refugees

from far-flung places. Although she is married with two children of her own, Nina is an obsessive

Good Samaritan who often puts her mission to help those in need ahead of her family's

welfare.Somehow, all of these people are interrelated, but we must wait patiently while the authors

connect the dots. Nina, in an attempt to help a friend, winds up trying to protect a terrified toddler

who speaks no Danish. She is reluctant to go to the police, since she is leery of authority figures.

The authors shift back and forth between Nina, Jan, Jucas, Sigita, and others. We grow to care

about the desperate Sigita, whose son has gone missing, and the driven Nina, who is on the run

with a youngster she is determined to shield from harm. It eventually becomes apparent that Sigita,

Nina, and the little boy are all in grave danger.Although KaaberbÃƒÂ¸l and Fris maintain a high level

of suspense, the plot hinges on a twist (revealed at the end) that is melodramatic and far-fetched.
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